Carrboro

TAR HEEL TOWNS

A nationally recognized farmers market, an acclaimed minsic verue,
and a welcoming spirit give this progressive town’s 17,000 residents

plenty to brag about.

By Karny Graxt Wiestnroox

n 2 way, Carrbore fecls like 2

college town. And, in 3 way, it

is. During the late 19th century,
when train pravel was responsible for
transporting many folks to and from
the University of North Caroling at
Chapel Hill, a railway station was
established a mile or two west of
the schools Chapel Hill campus 1o
spare students and professors the
commotion associated with a depot.
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Eventually, the community that grew
from the station became Carrbora,
a town that s sow 17,000 residents
strong. But, along the way, it went
through a slew of other names, many
af which referenced its proximity
to Chapel Hill, incleding =West
Of," “West Chapel Hill,™ and
*West End.™ Ar one point, the name
“Venable™ = an in UNC Pressdent
Francis P, Venable — was used, b
finally, early in the 20th centucy,
*Carrboro™ won out, chowen in
honor of Julian Carr, owner
of a local textile mull
who s credired with
bringing electricity
ton the town.
Theoughout
the years,
the rowns of
Carrbore and
Chapel Hill
grew together,
Becapse
the towns
sdjoin, theie
residents often
callaborate on
spocial events
. and ¢elebrations,
like the annwal
Community
Danner, This vear’s
dinner will rake
place March 2
ar the MeDougle School
Cafetorium on Old Fayetteville

Road in Carrbora, bringing together
residents. from Carrboro, Chapel Hill,
and from throughout Orange County,
“Ohue aim is 0o eradicate the lines in
the sand that divide our community
by sharing food and carertainment,”™
says Mervs Levy, a profossional artise
who helped found the evens 11 vears
age, The dinner celebrates culinral,
racial, age, and economic diversity,

More than 15 area restawrants
provide food for the dinnes, which is
served by volunieers from all walks
of hife, including Duke University
andd UNC stodents, mayors, and
physicitans, Numerous performens
provide cntertainment.

The cost of the dinner is $7.50 for
adulix and S350 for children, bt
none of the Festaurants of organizrers
make any profit. Once costs are
covered, any excess money is plowed
back into the event to provide rickers
for those who atherwise could not
afford to attend. Last year, aboot
40 percent of the 600 tickets were
underwritten; natorally, corporate
sponsorship is always welcome o
help on this front,

Levy, a native of Wales who has
made Carrhoro her home for the past
18 years, credits the collecrive enerpy
of o tremendous number of dedicared
people for making not only the
Community Dinner successiul, but
also many other local celebrations.
“This community is charged,™ she
says. “Evervone works ferociously.
It's sort of go, go, go.”

Erasing boundaries
Like the Community Dinner, rhe
Community Art Project has 3 unigue
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way of erasing houndaries between
people, This particular event invites
anvong who Hves, warks, or cven
plavs in Carrboro and sufrouading
arcas Lo contribate o & comimialty
wide art exhiber by creabing works
of ar relaring to a cerrain theme,
This ¥ear — the festival’s hifih —
the theme is “clements,” and all
artwork relating to this theme will
ke displayed in public places around
the rwo rowns during April and
?ﬁi.l'!.'. The I'.lpq;'ﬂ E'rr Café, n |1-|:|r|u|.'|r
coffee shop in Carrbore, will host a
rrﬂ'rlliun fai Ihq Eveiig,

Carrbore resident Jackic Helvey
1% a fan of both the Community At
Project and the Community Dinnes;
bt then, Helvey is a fan of all
things Carrbara, She's lived here for
more than 20 vears and raised rwio
daughters here, and she tsn't shy
about roonng the town's horn, Ong
of the things she savs she loves most
is that Carrboro s w0 inclusive and
accepting, Blie-collar workers and
farmers h.:pp-ilvlr coexist with artises,

musicians, and writers, Helvey
points out, sadding thar people aren’
judged based on race or religion or
hiow many tattoos they might have,
“We are sccepting, as long as vou're
a decent, honest person,” she savs,
*That's the way Carrboro flows,™
When Helvey discovered, back
in 1996, that there was barely any
mention of Carrboro online, she
decided to take matters o her
own hands and creare an unof ficial
webdite for the town, Undererred I'l].'
the fact that she had no experience
drtiﬁnin}; wiehaites, Hi:'lu'_'l.' 'I:m'gt'll
ahead and secured the domain
mame of woww.carrborocom. Then
she contimued doimng whar she had
been doing all along — anending
the many events, festivals, and
celebrations thar take place in
Carrboro throughouot the vear, Bur
she began o lug around 2 VHS
recorder (she didn't own a digiral
camera at the time), and fram the
tapes she made, she “grabbed™ srill

nmages b use on the website.

All of the beautiful fruits, vegetables,
flowers, and crafts cold at the
Carrboro Farmars Markat are grown
ar made within 50 miles of town
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COMPLETE WITH
HARDWOOD FLOORS,
EXPOSED WOODEN BREAMS,
AND BRICK WALLS,
Carig MiL. MALL HAS A
WARMER ATMOSPHERE AND
MORE INTIMATE FEELING

THAN ANY NEW MALL

More than 10 years after the site
winy launched, it continues 1o act as a
strong promotionsl ool for the town,
receiving berween 3,000 and 4,000
hits a dav, "1 concentrate on all the
good stuff Carrboro has going on,”
Helvey savs. Although the sire has
never been a moncymaking endeavor
far her — “That's never boen whar
it's abour,” she says = iv did stam
her on the pathway to a successful
carcer in graphic design and website
development,

‘Nobody's left out’

An‘h:r“ l'hl,- many cyenis rl'll;'ul'mn:'ﬂ
on the websitg are two festivals thar
Helvey had a hand in stareing: the
Casrboro Music Festival and the
Carrbora Film Festival. The music
fiestival s held every year on the
last Sunday in September and is

an apportunity for folks w enjoy
different styles of music performed
ae differens venacs (bath inside and
out) throughout town, The best parr
All of the shows are free, In 2007,
the festival celebrared sts 10th vear,
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with performances by 165 bands.
*It"s a fabulows day where vou can
walk anywhere in Carrboro, and
everybody’s happy; evervbody’s
smiling.” savs Helvey, "It% such a
magical dayv.”

The Carrbaro Film Festival is a
fairly recent addinon o the rown's
slate of activities, having gotien off
the ground in 2006, [t scheduled ro
take place every year on the Sunday
before Thanksgiving and will feature
original movies made by folks whe
live m the Carrboro arva. The cost
af admintance is an affordable 55,
and popeorn can be purchaied ar the
concession stand for just 30 cents,
“We try to do evervthing in Carcboro
so that it's free or very [ow cont so
mabodys left out,” explaim Helvey.

When asked ro name the businesses
or organizations that she feels best
represent the spiric of Carrboro,
Helvey dossn't hesitate for even
a fraction of a second before
rattling off her top three picks: The
ArmsCenter, Cat’s Cradle, and Weaver
Strect Marker, The ArtiCenrer i a

nonprofit organizaton that bosts
theater productions and concerts and
offers classes in drama, dance, muosic,
writing, photography, painting,
deawing, and cooking. Helvey
describes it a5 *a happening place,
one of the core places in Carrboro ™
As for Car’s Cradle, =it's one of
fle music venues in the South,™ savs
Helvey. The club, which originally
opened in Chapel Hill but s now
located in the same shopping center
as The AnsCenrer, is a faverite of
both fans and performers, Lots of
local bands play here, but plenty
of big name — like R.EM,,
Cheap Trick, Joba Hiar, Smashing
Pumpking, and Pearl Jam — have
graved the stage as well, Somne mimic
fans joke that the list of bands thar
haven't plaved the Cradle is muoch
shoster than the list of bands that have,
Weaver Strecr Market is a commamity-
owned grooery store that specializes
in matural and organic foods and
beverages — the store even sells organic
beers and wines. Other itemis you'll fnd
here miclude locally grown fruits and
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vegerables, hormone-: and anpbiotic-
free meats and poulery, a wisle varicty
of ¢heeses, including soy and rice
alvermanives, and freshily baked breads
and pastrics, Anyone infercsied in
oatrich as an alternative o beef is also in
luck. Operaring in conjunction with rhe
Erocery stone s 4 cafe featunng pay-hy-
the-pound salad and hot bars. The hot
bar is particwlarly well known for s
vegerarian fare, although mear dishes
are available as well,

Weaver Sarcet Marker i located ar
Care Ml Mall, an old cotton mill that
wias buily in the late 1890s by Thomas
Llowd aind Litew purchased by Julian
Carr, Carrbore’s namesake, The mill
weas Just alsout vo be razed m 1975 1o
make poom for the construction of 3
new mall when bocals rallied to save
it. S0 inssead of being tom down, the
mill became a mall. Complete with
hardwood floors, exposed woeden
beams, and brick walls, Care A1l Ml
has a warmier atmosphere and more
infimate feeling than any new mall,

In addition v stares thar sell
clothes, jewelry, tovs, artwork,

Educational GPS? }

Then visit Hargrave
Military Academy, the
premier military boarding
school, 1o see how success

grades 7-12 and cne
Poss-Grmdente yoar.

Visal ug to see how our four plllars

of succoss will provide new
direction for your son.

Hargrave ’

Military Academy
800/432-2480 www.hargrave.edu

admissionshmgrave.edu
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m-Series
remarkably small micro
hearing instruments
from Widex.

The Hinest Cambinatian ol
Iechnoloey and Small Saze

ShHm Tube Modeds Make the
Heanng Instrument Barély-

Automatically Adjusts
You Hear and Undersiand Belter

Dirsign & Parformance
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fabkrics, and a varery of other e,
Care Ml Mall is also home o

the ity South ||'n'rlnw Comedy
Theater, which offers comedy shows
fowr all apes, n.‘.l howiis the anmual
Improv Fesrival, which will take
plave thiv year from Febmary 1%-
4. The fesoival will fearure aboue
S00 comedians in more than twa
dozen shows, some of which will be
performed in The ArtsCenrer and
Cat's Cradle.

Farm fresh
Many different events and busimesses
contribute o the characrer af
Carrhoro, bat none more than the
Carrboro Farmers Market, which
in locared on the Town Commons
aext to town hall, lis carch phrase is
“laally grown, nationally known,™
Al of the fruies, vegetables, flowers,
angd crafts sold here are grown or
macle wirhin 30 miles, The marker
began receiving natbonal recogition
durl.rlg_ Ihc a l'i!r I‘:"'?ﬂh \.;hln. rﬂﬂ.l"llct
manager Sheila Meal, =And it
contemes o do wo0,” she adds. The
Carrboro Farmers Market made the
st of =10 of the counrry’s finest™
tarmers markets in the March 2006
issue of Awdwbor Magazine and abo
reccived positive mention in the May
2006 fssue of Comnpry Home and the
Oictober 2006 issue of Savewr,

Uil ehis vear, the marker was
apein of Saturday momings frodm
the end of March until just before
Chrisemeas, but starving this vear,
Meal 15 happy 1o report that it’s open
wearsround on Sarurdays.

if you're going
The ArtsCenter
300 Eaif Main Strect

Carrbong, MC 27510
(oG} 925-2 187

Carr Ml Mall

700 North Greensborn Streel
Carrbonn, M.C. 27510

[919] S42-E665

Carrbono Farmers Market
00 West Mann Strect
Carrboro, M.C. 27510

Customers enjoy the outdoor seating
at Weawer Streat Market, a local
GraCEry STORE.

“We have customers amil
restaurateurs who would Iike ro
sev vear-round access o local
farm produces,™ she explaing, The
market will continue 1o be open on
Wedneslay afternoons on a scasonal
basis, as it hag been in the pase. And i
will contime to clakm ifs plice on the
very long Het of cool soulf to see and
tls i this coal, PEORICISIVG BOAWEL

Kathy Crame Westbrook liees in
Four Cuaks.

For Enks ta all of thess websites as
woll 4 the Cardboss Vittor Center,
g 10 wiw O el ode oom, and click on
“This Month's sswe.”

7

Py Calibery e iy i A T8



	Our_State (1)
	Our_State (2)
	Our_State (3)
	Our_State (4)
	Our_State (5)

